Abdominal aortic aneurysm in combination with retroperitoneal fibrosis.
During the 10 year period 1969-1979 145 patients with abdominal aortic aneurysm and 21 patients with retroperitoneal fibrosis were surgically treated in our department. Five patients had both disorders simultaneously. In four of them one or both ureters were involved in the fibrotic process and ureterolysis was performed in three and a nephrectomy in one. Three patients had the aneurysm resected simultaneously, two of them as an emergency operation because of threatening rupture. In this small group of patients with both disorders, signs and symptoms were the same as those patients with either retroperitoneal fibrosis or aortic aneurysm alone. The question whether retroperitoneal fibrosis in such cases primary or secondary to abdominal aortic aneurysm or they are coincidental, is still unanswered. The treatment of choice is ureterolysis and resection of the aneurysm in a one stage procedure.